GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
the marauders back over the river, followed them
into their own country, and inflicted upon them so
severe a chastisement that they never fully recovered
their aggressive power. The task was a long one:
it was only just completed when the great emperor
died in A.D. 180.
The devastation wrought by the marauding Ger-
mans was terrible.    Their wanton destruction had
laid waste countless peaceful villages, their foul and
filthy presence had rendered fine cities uninhabitable.
Marcus Aurelius, although he had expelled the in-
vaders and had severely punished them, was under
no illusions as to the magnitude of the menace which
tiieir incursions implied.    His closing hours were
rendered tragic by the vision of impending calamity.
So effective, however, was the castigation that he
had administered to the Marcomanni and Quadi that
the Danube frontier was allowed to repose in com-
parative tranquillity for more than half a century.
It was in the region of the Rhine that the German
peril next displayed itself.   And the people who now
began to menace the peace of Roman Gaul were,
strange to say, peoples whose names had been wholly
unknown to either Tacitus or Caesar.   They were
the * Alemanni5 on the Upper Rhine and the 'Franci'
on the Lower. Who were these Alemans and Franks ?
The answer is eloquent of the exigencies of the times.
They were, each of them, federations of tribes.   The
name  'Aleman9   (whence  comes  the  present-day
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